Endothelin and its receptor interactions: role of extracellular receptor domain and length of peptide ligands.
Human endothelin B receptor and its domain-truncated forms were cloned and expressed in Pichia pastoris. Ligand binding studies with expressed proteins were carried out using biotinylated endothelins. Competitive binding and liposome incorporation studies showed that the extracellular region is essential for ligand binding and that longer peptides have higher affinity.